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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the communication " Method and System for a user obtaining 
stamps over a communication network". Claims 1-32 are pending in this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. An initialed and dated copy of Applicant's IDS form 1449 is attached to the instant 
Office action. 

3. Applicant's claim for the benefit of an earlier filing date is acknowledged. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claims 1, 2, 8-10, 13, 15-16, 18-22, 24, 25, 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chandrakant Shah et al (US Pub Date 
2003/0078893) hereinafter referenced as Shah. 
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As Per Claim 1: 

Shah discloses a method for obtaining a postage stamp by a user system, [{abstract}, 
remote postage printing device], comprising a processor, [{fig.4, 410}; processor], a memory, 
[{fig 4,438}, RAM], and a printer, [{fig 4, 428}, printer], from a website server, [{0036} server], 
over a communications network, [{0057}, network links], said method comprising: 

requesting said stamp from said website server, [{0024}, RPPD receives request for 
postage]; 

receiving an markup language message comprising encoded binary data, [{abstract}, 
encryption and encoding] representing a machine-readable portion of an indicium associated 
with said stamp, [{abstract}, secure postage indicuim] , said indicium comprising a digital 
signature, [{0026}, digital signature]; and 

using said print program, printing said machine-readable portion on a pre-processed label 
by said printer, [{abstract}, printing of an indicium]. 

As Per Claim 2: 

Shah discloses a method wherein said print program, [{fig 4, 428}, printer] is 
downloaded from said website server and stored in said memory, [{fig 4, 438}, RAM]. 

As Per Claim 8: 

Shah discloses a method wherein in said print program does not require a license from 
the United States Postal Service to execute, [{0036}, postal information system is commercially 
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available system]. 
As Per Claim 9: 

Shah discloses a method wherein in said print program does not require a separate 
account from the United States Postal Service to execute, [{0036}, postal information system is 
commercially available system]. 

As Per Claim 10: 

Shah discloses a method for obtaining a postage stamp by a user system, [{abstract}, 
remote postage printing device], comprising a processor, [{fig.4, 410}; processor], a memory, 
[{fig 4,438}, RAM], and a printer, [{fig 4, 428}, printer], from a website server, [{0036} server] 
over a communications network, [{0057}, network links], said method comprising: 

storing a print program downloaded from said website server in said memory, [{0058}, 
volatile memory]; 

requesting said stamp from said website server, [{0024}, RPPD receives request for 
postage]; 

receiving an XML message comprising encoded binary data representing a machine- 
readable portion of an indicium associated with said stamp, said indicium comprising a digital 
signature, , [{0026}, digital signature]; and 

using said print program, printing said machine-readable portion on a processed label by 
said printer, [{0076}, human readable portion and {0073}, imprints the indicium on label. 
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As Per Claim 13: 

Shah discloses a method wherein said XML data structure includes a serial number that 
identifies said pre-processed label, [{col.10, lines 33-35}, serial number is used for validation]. 

As Per Claim 15: 

Shah discloses a method wherein said print program is downloaded only once, [{0024}, 
includes postage printing device]. 

As Per Claim 16: 

Shah discloses a method wherein said print program is downloaded each time a user logs 
into said website server, [{0024}, includes postage printing device]. 

As Per Claim 18: 

Shah discloses a method wherein said pre-processed label has at least one of the 
following security features: bar-coding, micro-printing, watermarking, fluorescent strips, serrated 
edges, taggants, label sheet serial number, or individual label serial number, [{0076}, equipped 
with a barcode for security and tracking purposes]. 

As Per Claim 19: 

Shah discloses a method wherein said XML message further comprises a meter number, a 
rate class, and an amount of postage, [{abstract},, store accounting information including 
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postage. 

As Per Claim 20: 

Shah discloses a method further comprising: 

using said print program, printing a logo on said pre-processed label by said printer, [{fig 
7, 707}, including logo]; and 

using said print program, printing microprint line on said pre-processed label by said 
printer, [{0043}, sent to printer for printing and {fig 7, 716}, micro printing]. 

As Per Claim 21: 

Shah discloses a method further comprising: using said print program, printing said meter 
number on said pre-processed label by said printer, [{0076}, includes a device ID number]; 

using said print program, printing said rate class on said pre-processed label by said 
printer, [{0026}, printing of the postage indicium]; and 

using said print program, printing said amount of postage on said pre-processed label by 
said printer, [{0026}, printing of the postage indicium]. 

As Per Claim 22: 

Shah discloses a computer program product stored in a computer readable medium for 
obtaining a postage stamp by a user system, comprising a processor, [{fig 4, 410}], a memory, 
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[{fig 4, 438}, and a printer,[{fig 4, 428], from a website server, [{0036}] over a communications 
network, [{0057}], said computer program product comprising: 

code for requesting said stamp from said website server, [{0042}, enters request into 
remote computer]; 

code for receiving an XML message,, said XML message comprising encoded binary data 
representing a machine-readable portion of an indicium associated with said stamp, said 
indicium comprising a digital signature,[{0043}, sending secure encoded file to remote 
computer]; and 

code for printing said machine-readable portion on a pre-processed label by said printer, 
[{0043}, coding, zip code, and address information is sent to printer for printing]. 

As Per Claim 24: 

Shah discloses a method wherein said XML message further comprises a postal rate 
class, [{0067}, postal services receiving amounts]. 

As Per Claim 25: 

Shah discloses a system for obtaining a postage stamp from a central server via a communication 
network,[{0057}], comprising: 
a memory, [{fig 4, 438}]; 

a processor, [{fig 410} coupled to said memory , [{fig 4, 43 8} for sending a user request 
for said postage stamp in a markup language format to said central server, [{fig 6, 612}, RPPD 
sends processed request to CSMD; 



Application/Control Number: 09/902,479 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3639 

a software module stored in said memory for extracting an indicium from a markup 
language message received in response to said user request, said indicium including a digital 
signature, [{0062}, software resides in memory]; 

a printer for printing said indicium on a pre-processed label, [{fig 6, 622}, printing of the 
postage indicium]. 

As Per Claim 31: 

Shah discloses the system wherein said indicium further comprising a serial number, 
[{col.10, lines 33-35}, serial number is used for validation]. 

As Per Claim 32: 

Shah discloses the system wherein said pre-processed label has at least one of the following 
security features: 

bar-coding, micro-printing, watermarking, fluorescent strips, serrated edges, taggants, 
label sheet serial number, or individual label serial number, [{0076}, equipped with a barcode 
for security and tracking purposes]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



basis 



for all 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-7, 11-12, 14, 17, 23, 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shah (US Pub 2003/0078893) in view of Paul Austin (US Pub 2003/0200280) hereinafter referenced as 
Austin. 

As Per Claims 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 14, 23, 26-30: 

Shah discloses a method wherein obtaining a postage stamp by a user system but lacks, 
wherein said markup language includes a Standard Generalized Markup Language (SGML), 
HTML, XML, Active X control. 

Austin discloses a method wherein said markup language includes a Standard 
Generalized Markup Language (SGML), HTML, XML, Active X control, [{01 3 1 }, the client 
partitions the URL into an Access Method, Host, and Path. The host portions the specifies the 
host computer where the data is located, and path specifies the path where the data is located on 
the host computer, (eg, http, ftp, dstp, and the likes)]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Shah's method and system in conjunction with Austin's 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with obtaining a postage stamp that 
includes markup language, which additionally verifies the products data and its origin. 
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As Per Claim 17: 

Shah discloses a method wherein obtaining a postage stamp by a user system but lacks, 
wherein said encoded binary data is base 64. 

Austin discloses a method wherein said encoded binary data is base 64, [{0142}, internet 
address encoded in URL, URL syntax is in binary 64 standard]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Shah's method and system in conjunction with Austin's 
system and method to emulate an invention that deals with obtaining a postage stamp that 
includes encoded binary data is base 64, which additionally verifies the products data and its 
origin. 

Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any reason, the examiner's 
immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be reached at (571) 272-6708. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free). 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



C/O Technology Center 3600 



Washington, D.C. 20231 





